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NEWS+ ANALYSIS

NRECA is really good 
at advocacy... and we 
want to make sure we 
leverage that capacity 
in the interest of 
NRECA Broadband.

— Jim Matheson, NRECA CEO
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NRECA Broadband Director Cliff  Johnson speaks at the 2024 NRECA Broadband Leadership Summit.

including 92% of persistent-poverty counties, NRECA 
members are crucial sources of information for policy-
makers, he said. 

Participation in NRECA’s broadband initiative has 
jumped 20% since the start of 2024, with 119 active 
participants at the start of the summit. 

RECORD BROADBAND SUMMIT ATTENDANCE
By Molly Christian

The third annual NRECA Broadband Leadership 
Summit had its largest attendance ever, re ecting 
growing interest in the conference and topic as electric 
cooperatives play an increasingly crucial role in 
bridging the digital divide. 

The summit, which took place June 12-14 in 
Washington, D.C., brought together over 150 attendees 
across the broadband sector and featured key 
speakers from Congress, the Federal Communications 
Commission, the National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration and the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology. 

NRECA Broadband participants attended two days 
of panel discussions and met with congressional 
delegations on Capitol Hill to advocate for affordable 
broadband service, symmetrical network standards and 
accurate broadband maps, among other priorities. 

“NRECA is really good at advocacy as an organi-
zation, and we want to make sure we leverage that 
capacity in the interest of NRECA Broadband,” CEO Jim 
Matheson said during the summit’s welcome session. 

With co-ops serving a huge swath of the country, 
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PowerTransmission  
Fourth in a series
Most experts agree that the U.S. grid will need thousands of miles of new and upgraded transmission in 
order to meet skyrocketing electricity demand and connect new generation sources while ensuring that 

being weighed down by supply chain bottlenecks and clouded by new federal regulations that could lead 

ChallengesengeChaC ngeenChChaC allenennnen es
Permitting
start of construction is 10 years. 

Project Bottlenecks
At least 500 GW of generation is waiting to 

Supply Chain
Higher costs and delays due to shortages 

Policy
New federal transmission rules undermine 

Increasing Demand 

electricity use.   

Renewables Integration
and solar power from where it’s 
produced to where it’s needed.

Reliability

issues with factors like intermittent 
renewables and more extreme weather.

Distributed Generation 
Future aggregation of regional DG will 
create a need for more transmission.

Aging Grid 
~70% of the grid was built 25+ years ago 

Why it’s needed

What’s needed

New Generation

Increased Load

miles of transmission (>230kV).

Capacity would need to more than double 
by 2035 to meet expected demand.
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