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NEWS + ANALYSIS

POLE YARD FENCE
TO ART DISPLAY 
By Cathy Cash

In Anamosa, Iowa, birthplace of “American Gothic” 
painter Grant Wood, community and art go hand-in-
hand. So, when Maquoketa Valley Electric Cooperative 
set up a pole yard with a slatted chain-link fence adja-
cent to its headquarters in the heart of town, the hunt
was on to beautify the project and show the co-op’s
commitment to being a good neighbor.

“As a cooperative, MVEC shows concern for com-
munity in a variety of ways and strives to be a good 
neighbor in the communities we serve,” says Christie
Remley, MVEC’s manager of communications and 
public relations. “With our pole yard fence, we wanted 
to make it a positive element in downtown Anamosa by 
showcasing local artists’ work.”

The co-op initially commissioned paintings by local 
high schoolers on vinyl banners and hung them along 
the sides of the fence that face the public. But a 2020 
derecho packing 70-mph winds destroyed the exhibit.
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MVEC’s Al Reiter and Christie Remley install paintings by local artists 
along the co-op’s pole yard fence in Anamosa, Iowa.

Remley then set about trying to nd a second solu-
tion and contacted MVEC member K.C. Wortman, 
owner of Thou Art, a gallery around the corner from
the co-op, to see if her students would volunteer paint-
ings for the project.

“She took it a step further and looped in Derek Lums-
den, Jones County’s economic development director,”
says Remley. Together, they applied for a paint grant
from Paint Iowa Beautiful, a program of the statewide 
nonpro t Keep Iowa Beautiful.

They also approached Metal Design Systems, a local 
business, to donate six metal panels that would serve 
as a sturdier medium for outdoor artwork. Wortman’s 
art students produced a variety of work, from abstract 
designs to scenes of a bucket truck and power pole.

MVEC Energy Adviser Al Reiter and Remley installed 
the 3-foot-by-3-foot panels along the fence as the 
town braced for a snowstorm. Folks driving by gave a 
thumbs-up, and social media posts echoed appreciation 
for the colorful art display, Remley says.

The paintings were unmoved by the harsh weather.
“There are so many talented and generous people

out there on our lines and in our community. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to shine a light on them 
any way we can,” says Remley.

With our pole yard fence, we
wanted to make it a positive 
element in downtown 
Anamosa by showcasing
local artists’ work.

-  Christie Remley, Manager of Comms and PR, MVEC
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Fabrics can 
be naturally 

fire-resistant or 
infused/coated 

with FR chemicals.

Coveralls 
Worn over regular clothing 

for additional safety. 

Jacket 
Extra layer of 
protection, 
especially in 
colder climates. 

Vest
High-visibility FR 

vests  when 
working near roads 

or in low-light 
conditions. 

Shirt

Pants

Headwear  
FR hard hats or helmets and 

FR balaclavas or hoods 
under the helmet to protect 

the neck and face. 

Gloves 
Made from leather 
or other FR 
materials and may 
include additional 
insulation for 
thermal protection. 

Catches fire easily; 
flames spread 

rapidly.

FR/AR Fabric

Treatment Treated 
Fabric

Ordinary
Fabric

Footwear  
Leather work boots 
with rubber soles. 

Chemicals inhibit 
combustion 

and char rather 
than burn.

Arc Flash
An arc flash occurs when 
a breakdown in insulation 
or a short circuit causes 
electric current to flow 
through the air between 
conductors or from 
a conductor to 
ground. It causes 
a sudden release 
of intense heat, 
light and energy.  

Undergarments 
FR base layers or 
undergarments for 
added protection.

Face 
Shield

FR/AR Gear
Flame-resistant (FR) clothing is made from specialty fabrics—aramid, modacrylic, synthetic blends and 
even treated cotton, nylon or wool—that won’t ignite when exposed to intense heat. Arc-rated (AR) 
clothing is simply FR gear that has been scored for its ability to resist burning when exposed to the 
extreme temperatures of a high-voltage flash. Modern FR/AR garments are gauged based on caloric 
protection and have been engineered to be lighter-weight and more breathable, durable and flexible. 
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