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Electric Co-ops and EV Deployment 
 

 

 

The Impact on the Grid 

The electric sector is poised to play a major role in transforming the transportation, agricultural and other 

sectors of the economy through increased electrification. Such a transformation in the transportation sector 

alone will require total electricity generation to increase by up to 170% by 2050 alongside a more than a 

three-fold expansion of the transmission grid, according to a recent National Academies of Sciences study. 

 

Co-ops Delivering EV Solutions for Their Consumer-Members 

Electric cooperatives are serving their communities and providing opportunities for their consumer-members 

to transition to electric vehicles.  Many co-ops have implemented educational outreach programs, instituted 

EV and home charger rebate programs, and some even provide home installation services.  Tailored electric 

rates can be offered for off-peak EV charging and some co-ops even provide the ability to exclusively power 

vehicles with wind energy. 

 

Public charging presents new challenges for managing the grid, but also opportunities.  Electric co-ops need 

to be early partners to ensure that new public and fleet vehicle charging deployments in co-op communities 

don’t jeopardize the delivery of safe, affordable and reliable power. 

 

Government Policies Should Support Co-op Role in Transportation Electrification 

NRECA supports policies that invest and incentivize the production and deployment of electric vehicles and 

charging infrastructure. Specifically, federal electrification programs should prioritize: 

 

Local Decision Making: Electric co-op communities are diverse in size, geography, and in local industries. 

Electric co-ops work with their local partners to make decisions regarding where and how to invest in 

Key Findings  

• Electric cooperatives are investing in electric vehicles (EVs) and EV programs to support consumer-

members. Co-ops play a vital role in the adoption of EVs in their communities through tailored rates, 

infrastucture deployment and education.  

• As the nation’s transportation sector transitions to electric power, success will hinge on the successful 

build out of robust EV charging infrastructure in rural America. This will require creative partnerships 

between electric co-ops, the federal government, and other stakeholders. 

• Co-ops should be eligible for grants, rebates, financing, and other federal incentives to build out EV 

infrastructure, particularly the charging infrastructure and grid upgrades that will be necessary to 

support increased demand for electricity due to EV adoption. 
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transportation electrification programs. This local decision making should be protected since local 

stakeholders best understand the needs of local communities.  

 

Early Utility Participation: Co-ops and other utilities are integral to the success of widespread 

transportation electrification plans. As such, they must be involved from the beginning to ensure they can 

continue to provide safe, affordable and reliable power. Any government program funding or incentive to 

support EV infrastructure should include utilities.  

 

Service to Rural Communities: Electric co-ops serve predominantly rural areas, and 92% of the nation’s 

persistent poverty counties. As the government examines how to support traditionally underserved 

communities, it is important that these programs do not neglect rural communities.  

 

Investments in the Grid: Upgrades to transmission and distribution grid infrastructure will be required to 

handle the increased demand for electricity and changing patterns of widespread EV adoption. Federal 

financial support and technial assistance is vital to ensure these upgrades keep pace with EV adoption, while 

also providing continued reliability and resilency of the grid.  

 

Uniform Equipment Standards: Uniform national EV equipment standards, including communications and 

controls, are critical to reducing the cost of building out charging infrastructure and for vehicle-to-grid 

adoption. Increased EV charging will change patterns of electric use, making it important for co-ops to be 

able to access and manage charging data to optimize their systems for continued reliability.  
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