
HELLO!
We’re going to be getting underway shortly.
In the chat, let us know if you’re new to Spotlight or
whether you’ve entered before.
FYI- We’ll be posting the slides on the Spotlight webinar
page.



A NEW LIGHT: INTRODUCING
THE UPDATED SPOTLIGHT ON

EXCELLENCE AWARDS!

NRECA & 
The Council of Rural Electric

Communicators (CREC)



TODAY’S
AGENDA

01.
02.

INTRODUCTIONS

SUMMARY OF CHANGES

03. WHY ENTER SPOTLIGHT 

04. HOW TO APPLY

05. HELPFUL RESOURCES 

06.  QUESTIONS



MEET THE PRESENTERS

SUSAN LARSON
Communications Supervisor
Minnesota Valley Elec. Co-op

TALIA HAMM
Spotlight Administrator 

Blue Wagon Group

HOLLY WETZEL
Senior Director of Marketing &

Member Communications 
NRECA

ANNE PRINCE
Senior Communications Manager

NRECA





WHY MAKE CHANGES?

Responded to member
feedback and
experience



OVERVIEW
OF

CHANGES

01.

02.

CATEGORIES

CLASSIFICATIONS

Revised and New

03. ENTRY PROCESS

04. NEW ADMINISTRATOR

Consolidated distribution co-ops

Improved user experience

To help enact change



CATEGORY UPDATES & CHANGES

New Categories - reflect
current communications
environment
Increased focus on digital,
social and video platforms
 Redefined & refined many
categories  
Deleted two - too few entries

1.

2.

3.

4.



CLASSIFICATION CHANGES

Consolidated distribution co-op
classifications (no changes to other
classifications)
Entrants still judged against co-ops
of similar size
Maintained equitable playing field

2024 CLASSIFICATIONS 

   #1   1-22,999 meters          
   #2   23,000-64,999  meters    
   #3   >65,000 meters
   #4   Statewide Assn., 
            G&T, Service Member              
   #5   Wholly Owned   
            Subsidiaries of an
            NRECA member co-op



SPOTLIGHT
ADMINISTRATOR

Talia Hamm
Blue Wagon Group



VALUE of SPOTLIGHT
(why enter) 
Earn recognition for yourself & your
co-op
Validates work your team is doing
Helps establish you & your co-op as
leaders in the industry
Helps build professional portfolio  
Contributes to leading practices that
strengthen the entire network -
particularly for smaller co-ops
Highlights leading practices across the
network



WHAT TO ENTER: EXAMPLES 



ENTRY TIPS

01. DEMONSTRATE RATHER THAN TELL

02. SOLID PLANNING, EXECUTION

03. OVERALL QUALITY

Provide proof points, data 

Show research, course corrections,
Explain accomplishments, provide details

Consistency of work; examples

04. WHAT COUNTS IS WHAT’S COMMUNICATED
Make a compelling case 



HOW TO ENTER



 ENTRY
PROCESS AT

A GLANCE 

01.

02.

MAKE YOUR PAYMENT  

CREATE (OR LOGIN) TO AWARD
FORCE ACCOUNT

Visit Spotlight Page and Navigate to“Start
Your Entry”  

03.

04.

COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE PLATFORM 

After you complete your payment, you will use the
link emailed to you to navigate to the Spotlight
Award Force page

After completing your submission and uploading any
required materials, submit your entry!

SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY!

Carefully review application materials and requirements
and ensure all required fields are answered. 



VISIT SPOTLIGHT PAGE - COOPERATIVE.COM/SPOTLIGHT 

Navigate to “Start Your Entry”  

01. MAKE YOUR PAYMENT 



01. MAKE YOUR PAYMENT 

ENTER PAYMENT PAGE
Login with cooperative account

USE EMAIL LINK SENT  
Once payment is received a link will be
sent to you via email to begin your
entry 



02. CREATE (OR LOGIN TO) YOUR ACCOUNT IN AWARD FORCE  

Do I need a new account?

OR 

I can’t remember if I have
one



02. CREATE (OR LOGIN TO) YOUR ACCOUNT IN AWARD FORCE  

If you previously
made an Award

Force account, you
will be prompted

to enter a
password. 



02. CREATE (OR LOGIN TO) YOUR ACCOUNT IN AWARD FORCE  

If there is no
account

associated with
the email you

entered, you will
be prompted for a

security code 



02. CREATE (OR LOGIN TO) YOUR ACCOUNT IN AWARD FORCE  



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON
AWARD FORCE 01.

02.

START HERE!

SPOTLIGHT ENTRANT INFORMATION

Select the chapter, your category, co-op
category where applicable, and provide an
entry name.

03.

04.

SPOTLIGHT ENTRY MATERIALS

Entrant name, Co-op name, basic contact
information.

Upload attachments or provide links to submission
materials. 

SPOTLIGHT ATTACHMENTS

Application questions that are specific to your submission
category. 



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

ENTRY COMPONENTS

Start Here

Spotlight Entrant

Information

Spotlight Entry Materials

Spotlight Attachments

1.

2.

3.

4.



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

START HERE!

Chapter - Spotlight on
Excellence Awards
Category - Your
submission category 
Cooperative
Classification (where
applicable) 
Entry name 

The first page of your
application will prompt you to
provide:



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

START HERE!

Chapter - Spotlight on
Excellence Awards
Category - Your
submission category 
Cooperative
Classification (where
applicable) 
Entry name 

The first page of your
application will prompt you to
provide:



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

SAVE + NEXT

SAVE + CLOSE 

PREVIEW

SUBMIT ENTRY



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 
SPOTLIGHT ENTRANT INFORMATION



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 
SPOTLIGHT ENTRANT INFORMATION



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 
SPOTLIGHT ENTRY MATERIALS



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

Pay attention to word limits and helpful tips next to each question. 



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

You can find a full entry form example with all  
questions and helpful tips as they are listed in
Award Force via the Spotlight Webpage under

‘Helpful Resources’



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

You may find what
to submit on the

‘Start Here’ tab of
your entry under

the category
description



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 



03. COMPLETE ENTRY ON AWARD FORCE 

Note: Award Force will not
allow you to submit your
entry without all required

fields. You will be
prompted to correct any

missing or incomplete
sections before

submitting your entry.



04. SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY! 



04. SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY! 

CONFIRMING YOUR SUBMISSION STATUS 

You will also recieve a confirmation email from Award Force 



04. SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY! 

YOU CAN SAVE YOURSELF SOME TIME BY COPYING YOUR ENTRY FORM. (THIS IS ESPECIALLY USEFUL
FOR THE ENTRANT INFORMATION TAB!)

SUBMITTING MULTIPLE ENTRIES?



04. SUBMIT YOUR ENTRY! 

ONCE YOU COPY THE ENTRY, AWARD FORCE WILL
POPULATE A SECOND ENTRY WITH THE SAME ENTRY TITLE WITH ‘(COPY)’ AFFIXED AT THE END. 



 SPOTLIGHT
TIMELINE

01.
02.

CALL FOR ENTRIES PERIOD 

WINNERS NOTIFIED 

Oct. 12-Dec. 1, 2023  

03. AWARD RECOGNITION - CONNECT CONFERENCE  

04. WINNING ENTRIES ADDED TO SPOTLIGHT LIBRARY  

Email notification sent informing submitters of
entry status- Week of March 11  

Winners recognized at General Session, Spotlight
Celebration & Spotlight Cafe - May 7-9

Winning entries posted in Spotlight Library of
Leading Practices - May 7

05. ACCESS TO JUDGES’ FEEDBACK 
Email notification that feedback is available in
Award Force platform - Soon after Connect



EMAIL: SPOTLIGHTONEXCELLENCE@NRECA.COOP

VISIT SPOTLIGHT WEBPAGE:
COOPERATIVE.COM/SPOTLIGHT 

QUESTIONS DURING THE ENTRY PROCESS?



ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES  



HELPFUL RESOURCES

Call for Entries
Sample entry form
Scoring and sample judges’
feedback form
FAQ
Spotlight Library of Leading
Practices
Info about recent past winners
Spotlight Administrator

Email: spotlightonexcellence@nreca.coop

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.
7.

     



QUESTIONS?
TYPE YOUR Q IN THE CHAT!



REACH OUT

TALIA HAMM
Spotlight Administrator 

spotlightonexcellence@nreca.coop

ANNE PRINCE
Senior Communications Manager

NRECA 
anne.prince@nreca.coop


