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How to Manage Your Service Provider for Cybersecurity 

Managed Service Providers (MSPs) are external third-party companies that provide various services, including 

specialized security services. MSPs are important vendors for cooperatives, to provide an array of services 

when co-ops do not have the resources to do the tasks themselves, including cybersecurity. It is important for 

cooperatives to practice due diligence in selecting MSPs, and to conduct regular cybersecurity checks with the 

MSPs' operations and systems. This new advisory reviews the role of MSPs and key issues cooperatives should 

consider when selecting and contracting with MSPs . 

• Advisory

• Contacts: Ryan Newlon and Justin Luebbert

NREL Research on Wind and Solar Hybrid Power Plants for 

Energy Resilience 

There is an increased interest in wind-solar hybrid power plants due to decreasing costs for these technologies. 

NRECA's Rural Area Distributed Wind Integration Network Development (RADWIND) project has identified wind

solar complementarity as a major topic of interest because co-location of these technologies on the same 

distribution grid can deliver significant advantages. Our new advisory summarizes a report published this past 

January by the U.S. Department of Energy's National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) entitled Wind and 

Solar Hybrid Power Plants for Energy Resilience, which looks at this topic . 

• Advisory

• Contacts: Michael Leitman and Tolu Omotoso

New Web Portal: Grant Writing Assistance 

A grant writing assistance portal was added to NRECA's infrastructure Hub. The portal provides NRECA voting 

members access to grant writing resources to support their efforts to seek federal funding. To get a better 

understanding of what member co-ops need to successfully pursue federal funding, interested co-ops are invited 

to visit the portal and complete the questionnaire. NRECA, through its vendor, will use this information to assist 

co-ops with getting access to grant writing resources, namely access to an established bench of grant writers. 

• Grant Writing Assistance Web Portal

• Contact: Lauren Khair












