
January 22, 2026 | cooperative.com | Contact us

In This Issue

New Resources and Opportunities
Upcoming Conferences

Professional Development Courses

New Resources and Opportunities

AI for Co-ops

The rapid development of artificial intelligence (AI) continues to transform the way we use information across all
types of businesses, including the power industry. Individual utility projects and industry-wide efforts are
underway to harness AI for the specific needs of power providers and their consumers. In collaboration with
members, NRECA is actively exploring use cases for AI and engaging in industry forums on the topic. NRECA
now offers AI resources and information for use by member co-ops at www.cooperative.com/AI. Learn more
about this effort in our new advisory:

Advisory
AI Website
Contacts: Venkat Banunarayanan and Lidija Sekaric

We want to hear from you! If your co-op is using or planning for AI, NRECA would like to know about your
experience and explore ways to partner. Please reach out to our team at: coopAI@nreca.coop.

A Guide for Distribution Automation Implementation Strategy

As co-ops navigate increasing grid complexity due to distributed energy resources, electrification and evolving
member expectations, NRECA’s Distribution Automation framework for co-ops offers a structured approach to
deploying automation technologies that enhance reliability, resilience and operational efficiency. Our new
comprehensive DA Implementation guide details six important phases of strategy development, and serves as
the next step in NRECA’s Distribution Automation Roadmap, following the Distribution Automation Toolkit. Co-ops
can use this guide to translate conceptual planning into actionable implementation strategies for informed
decision making, scalable deployment and long-term success.
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DA Implementation Strategy Guide
DA Website
Contact: Ravindra Singh

NRECA’s Cyber Goals Program Success
 
Over the past 3 years, NRECA’s Co-op Cyber Goals program has provided co-ops resources for implementing
fundamental cybersecurity measures to help protect their organizations and the grid. To date, over 450 co-ops
across 44 states are participating in the program. NRECA has continued to enhance the program and foster
participation in 2025 with additional tools, such as a Quick Reference Guide, revamped Goals reference sheets,
a Federated insurance policy discount opportunity, a program FAQ, and an upcoming Guidance for Co-op
Leadership Self-Attestation. Learn more in this new Advisory recapping the program evolution and
accomplishments, and visit our website to participate.
 

Advisory – Co-op Cyber Goals Year 3 Review
Co-op Cyber Goals Program Website
Contact: Justin Luebbert

Co-op Response to NESC Preprint
 
The National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) was first established in 1913 by the National Bureau of Standards to
provide “the practical safeguarding of persons during the installation and maintenance of electric supply and
communication facilities, under specified conditions.” The NESC undergoes review in a five-year cycle, and the
final phase for the current cycle is underway. It is essential that the NESC reflects the needs and concerns of the
electric co-op community, and NRECA encourages all co-ops to participate in the review process. Deadline for
input to the proposed NESC is March 24. In addition to co-ops having the opportunity to provide comments
directly to the NESC process, NRECA is crafting a ‘cooperative response.’ Input from co-ops is requested by
March 13. This advisory reviews the NESC process and provides instruction for co-ops to submit individual
comments and to participate in the NRECA collaborative response.
 

Advisory
Contact: David Farmer

Rising Together: Innovation and Collaboration are Co-ops’ Superpowers
 
Electric cooperatives nationwide are accelerating innovation by sharing ideas, testing new technologies and
learning from one another. As the energy industry undergoes rapid transformation, co-ops are deploying major
projects from advanced battery storage to distributed energy resources to artificial intelligence and new
organizational models. Take a closer look at 10 of them in the RE Magazine January cover story.
 

RE Magazine Cover Story
Contacts: Scot Hoffman and Blake Whitney

Podcast: Co-ops Manage Unprecedented Data Growth
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Data center development is surging to meet demand for cloud applications, cryptocurrency, streaming services
and AI. Electric co-ops are at the center of it, with some fielding multiple new requests at a time to serve data
centers. These large loads can benefit co-ops and their communities in a number of ways—and they also pose a
host of challenges. Learn more in our new Along Those Lines podcast featuring NRECA's Allison Hamilton,
Wabash Valley Power Alliance's Jeff Conrad, and Arkansas Electric Cooperative Corp.'s JD Lowery. Also visit our
website for more resources regarding serving large loads.
 

Podcast
NRECA Serving Large Loads and Data Centers Website
Contact: Allison Hamilton

Updated EV Resource Toolkit
 
NRECA has a variety of electric vehicle (EV) resources and engagement opportunities available for members to
gain an understanding of the electrification trends in our industry and take steps to advance EV readiness. This
EV Toolkit, recently updated, provides a list of resources currently available and the corresponding website links.
 

EV Resource Toolkit
Contact: Jennah Denney

Upcoming Conferences

NRECA TechAdvantage and PowerXchange – Rising to Meet the Moment
Together
 
In 2026, TechAdvantage and PowerXchange invite cooperative leadership and technology professionals to Rise
to Meet the Moment—a call to action for those who embrace change as a pathway to progress. As electric co-
ops confront seismic shifts in technology, workforce dynamics and energy demand, TechAdvantage and
PowerXchange serve as a launchpad for bold ideas and collaborative solutions. It’s where co-ops come together
to build a strong future for their communities. Come to Nashville, March 6-11, for 2026 TechAdvantage and
PowerXchange to explore the innovations, ideas and technologies that will help us rise to meet the moment and
drive the electric cooperative industry forward.
 

More Information & Registration – TechAdvantage
More Information & Registration – PowerXchange
Contact: Alison Kent

2026 Co-op Cyber Tech
 
NRECA’s annual Co-op Cyber Tech conference is June 3 - 5, 2026 in Indianapolis, Indiana. Join us for this 3-day
technical conference for all NRECA members and supporting organizations with the goal of addressing
cybersecurity in the cooperative space. As part of the conference, the 2026 Co-op Cyber Tech Science Fair will
provide an excellent platform to showcase cybersecurity innovations, creative projects or research to the
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hundreds of attending technical cyber professionals from government, industry, and co-ops. Submit your poster
ideas for the Science Fair to NRECA by February 11.
 

More Information
Contact: membersecurity@nreca.coop

Professional Development Courses

Career Essentials and Management Development Programs
 
NRECA offers an extensive variety of courses, online and in-person, for co-op staff career development. Some
upcoming highlights include:
 
Live, online courses:
• 5306.05 Communicating to Influence: Gain Support That Gets Results January 28, 12-4 pm ET. Last Day to
register: January 27.
• 719.1 Building Trust in the Workplace February 9 & 10, 1-4 pm ET. Last day to register: Feb 5.
• New Course! 747.05 Delegation That Works: Tools for Motivating and Developing Your Team February 19, 1-4
pm ET. Last day to register: Feb 17.
• 720.1 Transforming Your Team from Dysfunction to Cohesion February 23 & 24, 1-4 pm ET. Last day to
register: Feb 19.
 
Self-paced, instructor-guided courses:
• 710.1 Stepping into Your Supervisory Role: Learning to Lead: Access Dates: Feb 1 – March 2 (30 days). Last
day to register: January 29.
• 711.1 Everyone Communicates; Few Connect: Tools for Bridging the Gap: Access Dates: Feb 1 – March 2 (30
days). Last day to register: January 29.
• 712.1 You Can't Do It Alone: Building a Strong Team: Access Dates: Feb 1 – March 2 (30 days). Last day to
register: January 29.
 
Self-Paced, On-Demand Courses:
Available for 30 days from date of purchase. Group rates are available.
• (760.05) The Science of Emotional Intelligence
• (762.05) Co-op Members, Boards, CEOs and Employees: Building a Strong Foundation for Success
 
The full schedule is available for the 2026 Supervisor and Manager Development Program (SMDP) and
Cooperative Career Essentials Program (CCEP) online courses. The schedule also includes the dates for the
annual Cooperative University event, where SMDP and CCEP courses are held in person.
 
The CCEP focuses on the core skills that all employees need, regardless of their title or tenure. The SMDP
focuses on the specific skills needed to supervise and manage others.

Contact for SMDP: Diane Rhodes-Michaely
Contact for CCEP: Danielle Jackson

Discover the value of NRECA membership. Learn More.
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