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Smart Inverters as a Grid Asset 

Due to the recent rapid growth of inverter-based distributed energy resources (DER), the DER interconnection 

standard (IEEE 1547) has been updated and the related IEEE 1547-2018 and test standard IEEE 1547.1-2020 

have been released. As they start to become mandated, utilities might be required to perform some advanced 

functions and services, and DER operators might need to adopt alternative settings for smart inverters to perform 

these functions. To guide cooperatives on how to determine the alternative smart inverter settings to comply with 

the standard and to achieve the benefits of the grid services, NRECA is working with cooperatives and 

conducting field tests; and working with NEETRAC to analyze the test data. This new report provides 

NEETRAC's analysis of the data from the first field test with Central Electric Power Cooperative and Black River 

Electric Cooperative. 

• NEETRAC Report

• Contacts: Fathalla Eldali and Robert Harris

New Distributed Wind Toolkit 

There are many important aspects to consider when exploring distributed wind projects. NRECA Research has 

published a new Distributed Wind Toolkit on cooperative.com as part of the Rural Area Distributed Wind 

Integration Network Development (RADWIND) project. The toolkit is intended to help electric cooperatives 

determine when distributed wind or wind hybrid projects make sense, and provides resources to evaluate, scope, 

plan for, and execute distributed wind projects, or advise their consumer-members in doing so. Find out more in 

this new advisory: 

• Advisory

• Toolkit

• Contacts: Michael Leitman and Maria Kanevsky

Decommissioning Library for Coal-Fired Power Plants 

Economic, social, and environmental pressures are spurring the retirement of coal-fired power plants, including 

those operated by cooperatives. Some co-ops are considering the option of decommissioning a retired coal-fired 

plant. To provide information on how to proceed with decommissioning and the options available to co-ops, 

NRECA has created a library with a wide range of documents on what is involved in decommissioning and how 

to proceed. This new advisory explains more: 

• Advisory










