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Financing Methods for Distributed Wind Projects 

Finance is a crucial component of distributed wind development. Because renewable energy projects are more 

capital-intensive than conventional fossil fuel generation projects, their long-term financial performances are 

sensitive to cost of capital and how their financing is structured when the project is undertaken. This new report 

from NRECA's Rural Area Distributed Wind Integration Development (RADWIND) project looks at various types 

of financing, incentives, and business models that can be used by electric cooperatives and other rural utilities to 

deploy distributed wind projects, or to support their members in doing so . 

• Report

• RADWIND Website

• Contacts: Michael Leitman, Venkat Banunarayanan, Maria Kanevsky

New Podcast: Understanding Essence, a Co-op-Created 

Cyber-Defense System 

As utilities have deployed new connected technologies to monitor the grid, the need for strong cybersecurity on 

the operations technology side has grown exponentially. The latest episode of Along Those Lines takes a deep 

dive into Essence, a unique co-op-built tool for detection, visualization and reporting of potential cyberattacks. 

This new diagnostic tool accelerates detection of malicious cyber threats on systems from months to seconds. 

Listen to this podcast to hear from Emma Stewart, NRECA's chief scientist, about Essence and how it can help 

cooperatives . 

• Podcast

• Essence website

• Contacts: Emma Stewart and Doug Lambert

lnfographic: Energy Storage 

Energy storage involves devices and methods that absorb power when it is generated and save it for when it is 

most needed. The ability to "warehouse" large quantities of energy economically and over long periods of time 

will help utilities improve grid operations, integrate renewables and boost reliability. This new infographic 

explains four of the most widely used storage methods. 

• lnfographic












