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Support Federal Infrastructure Funding 

 

In 2021, Congress passed a $1.2 trillion dollar infrastructure bill that contains dozens of programs of potential 

interest to electric cooperatives. These programs could address some of the most important challenges facing co-

ops and the communities they serve as they plan for the future. 

 

Following are several key funding areas that will be of interest to electric cooperatives: 

 

• Broadband: Bridging the digital divide and bringing broadband to rural America is a significant focus of the 

new infrastructure law. It provides $65 billion to connect rural communities, including $42.5 billion for a 

grant program administered by the states. Co-ops are eligible participants and funds could be used for 

mapping projects to show which communities need service most and broadband deployment. 

• Electric Vehicles: The law authorizes billions for EV charging infrastructure and zero-emission school buses. 

• Physical and Cybersecurity: The law includes $250 million for rural and municipal utilities to advance their 

physical and cybersecurity programs. 

• Grid Resiliency and Modernization: Billions of dollars are available to modernize the grid and enhance 

resiliency, install energy efficient transformers, modernize transmission lines, make smart grid investments, 

and more. 

• Clean Energy: Tens of billions of dollars are available to spur the development of nuclear energy, 

hydropower, energy storage, solar, wind, and carbon capture, utilization, and storage projects. 

NRECA is working with Congress and federal agencies as they develop these programs to distribute funding 

provided by the law. NRECA has established an Infrastructure Resource Hub to provide information on programs 

that are available and how they are developing as they move through the agency process. NRECA is also 

establishing issue consortiums to help organize cooperatives and maximize value for co-op participants. The 

consortiums allow electric cooperatives to advocate to federal agencies as part of a larger group, assist in 

developing proposals, and demonstrate collaborative, relevant experience for these opportunities. 

 

Electric co-ops offer a perspective that’s different than others in the utility sector: the cooperative model and the 

commitment to serve members at the end of the line. The opportunities made available through the new 

infrastructure law offer historic opportunities to meet the most important challenges we face. Electric cooperatives 

will be fiscally responsible partners to make sure these funds are used wisely. 

Key Facts 

• Congress has passed a wide-ranging, bipartisan infrastructure bill – the Infrastructure Investment 

and Jobs Act – which includes billions of dollars for broadband deployment, electric vehicle 

infrastructure, cybersecurity, grid resiliency, clean energy development, carbon capture, storage 

and use, and RD&D programs at the Department of Energy.  

 

• Electric co-ops are built by and belong to the communities they serve. We are focused on people 

instead of profits to make our communities stronger. These programs represent historic 

opportunities for electric cooperatives to invest in the future of the communities they serve. 

Electric cooperatives are proven infrastructure developers and will be responsible partners for use 

of these federal funds. 


